2                      VISIT   TO   THE

of the province, this term might have
appeared to many, a mere fanciful appli-
cation, and the result of enthusiasm, arising
from gratified research into the legends
and mythology of an ancient and interest-
ing people. It is now, however, clearly
demonstrated to be correct, and Surashtra,
with its rich remains of Buddist worship,
its temples of the sun, its sacred mounts,
inscribed rocks, and phallic emblems,
acquires fresh lustre from the evident
connection of its fables, with the history
of the western world.

My long cherished wish having been, to
become acquainted with some of the sacred
places belonging to the heterodox Jains,* I
eagerly availed myself of the first oppor-
tunity of visiting the "holy hill" of
Girnar, in the Surashtra Peninsula.

* The mounts considered sacred by the Jains, in
Western India, are five in number; Girnar, Pahtana, *
and Tallrjah in  Surashtra, Abu, near Deesa, and
Sakur;  about whose locality, exists much doubt;
the Jains themselves speak of it, as far to the eastward.